BRET THOMPSON

Owner of MILK
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As owner and executive chef, Bret Thompson brings his natural culinary talents and business savvy skills to MILK.  Thompson was born and raised in Los Angeles and at the age of 15 realized his passion for food.
After high school, Thompson entered the culinary program at California Culinary Academy in San Francisco, Calif., while working for Aqua Restaurant.  After graduation, Thompson worked for Roy Yamaguchi in Hawaii before heading back to Los Angeles to work with Joachim Splichal’s Patina Group.

Over the next 10 years, Thompson opened and managed many Patina Group Restaurants.  He was named Orange County Chef of the Year in 2002 at Catal Restaurant in Downtown Disney in Anaheim.  During this time, Thompson also went to Europe to train under Michelin starred chefs like Martin Beresetegui as well as under Alain Passard of L’Arpege and Bernard Loiseau.  Thompson spent the final two years of his Patina tenure as the Corporate Executive Chef, overseeing the company’s 28 (at the time) kitchen operations.
Thompson left the Patina group to finally pursue his dream of opening his own business: MILK, Ice Cream Café and Bakeshop.  At MILK, Thompson’s goal is to serve his customers with quality food products, uncompromised service from well-trained, energetic staff and fabulous ambiance.  He believes these are the three key ingredients to ensure a sustainable business and a successful future.
